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BENGALI. 
Monthly. 


‘‘Bharat Shramajivi’’... we ... | Calcutta 
“ Gramvarta Prakéshika” si ... ; Comercolly 


Fortnightly. | 


“ Sansodhini” ‘ns ea ... | Chittagong fs | . 
‘¢Purva Pratidhwani”’’... sae vee Ditto 4 27th March 1881. 
“ Rajshahye Samvad”’ es... ve ... | Rajshahye ; 


Weekly. | 


‘‘ Ananda Bazar Patrika”’ she ... | Calcutta ee 21st ditto. 

“ Arya Darpan” ewe ee | Ditto so be wanes Ist April 1881. 

‘“ Bhérat Bandhu ” ce i ..» | Ditto ms 22nd and 29th March 1881. 

‘¢ Bharat Mihir” “i an 2. | Mymensingh i 22nd March 1881. 

‘‘ Bengal Advertiser’ _s... ss ... | Calcutta ns 

‘‘ Bardwan Sanjivani’’... vs ... | Burdwan oe 22nd and 29th March 1881. 

‘¢ Dacca Prakash” = ae ... | Dacca al 27th March 1881. 

‘‘ Education Gazette"... io ..» | Hooghly oa | ditto. 

“ Hindu Ranjika”’ a “s ... | Beauleah, Réjshdhye... ditto. 

‘“‘ Medini”’ ve ine .-. | Midnapore ne ditto. 

‘‘ Murshidabad Patrik4”’ ... sh ... | Berhampore 

‘ Murshidab&d Pratinidhi”’ is i Ditto a 

‘* Navavibhakar”’ ae si ... | Caleutta ‘ois ditto. 

‘* Paridarshak ”’ - or ... | Sylhet a ditto. 

‘* Pratikér” v0 a ... | Berhampore a 

‘‘Rungpore Dik Prakash °* iia ... | Kakinia, Rungpore ... ditto. 

‘¢ Sadharani”’ te Ba ... | Chinsurah ae ditto. 

ss yong i : ne 7 ne —— wait | =. 

‘‘ Som Prakash ”’ i ae a angripotta,24-Perghs. tto. 

‘‘Sulabha Samachar”... ve we Glass ” ditto. 

“ Srihatta Prakash ” ave a ... | Sylhet sas | ditto. 

‘‘Tripuré Vartavaha ”’_... ‘és ... | Commillah 

Daily. 

‘‘Samvad Prabhakar”... ‘ie ... | Calcutta om 25th to 3lst March 1881. 

‘‘Samvad Puirnachandrodaya” ... _... ss 28th March to 2nd April 1881. 

‘“ Samachar Chandrika” hee = 24th and 28th March to lst April 1881. 

“Banga Vidya Prakéshika’” ...  ...| Ditt us 28th March to 2nd April 1881. 

‘* Prabhati” ae de a 23rd ditto to2nd ditto. 

‘‘ Samachar Sudhaébarsan ”’ a 

EnGLisH anv UrRpw. 

Weekly. — 

‘‘Urdu Guide” a ae a oP |} 26th March: 1881. 
Hinpr. 
Weekly. 

‘‘ Behar Bandhu” “ ov ...| Bankipore, Patna ... 

‘“ Bharat Mitra ”’ ia ae ... | Calcutta ois ‘24th ditto. 

‘ Sar Sudhanidhi ” es * ... | Ditto : 21st ditto. 

‘ Uchit Bakté” a > ne 26th _— ditto. 
PRESIAN. 
Weekly. 

‘* Jam-Jahan-nums ” wi a ... | Ditto 26th ditto. 
Uropv. 

Weekly. 
“Tijarut-ul-Akhbar” —... ii ... | Ditto 
| ASSAMESE,. 


Monthly. 
‘‘ Assam Vilasini” ans 


Sibsagar 
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Tur Sahachar, of the 21st March, after deploring the enormous loss of 
| blood and treasure incurred in the prosecutioy 
England’s contribution to the costs of the Afghan War, a war which would ney 
of the Afghan War. eo) : er 
have taken place had the views of the people 
of this country been consulted, proceeds to refer to the portion of the 
charges which England has agreed to bear. It is but a small part 
of the amount actually expended, and yet the wonder is that the People 
of India, who can rightfully claim the whole cost of the war from the 
British Exchequer, are exceedingly grateful even for this small generosity of 
the British nation. The wonder increases when one finds the Tories, the 
authors of the war, opposing the motion to throw a part of its cost upon 
England. That the British tax-payer has been made to pay is a fact which 
is full of hopeful augury for this country. This will rouse him from his 
indifference, and convince him that the English Cabinet frequently bring 
about costly wars without the knowledge of the nation and Parliament. 
2. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 21st March, contains an article 


| in which the triak of the Kohlapore conspira 
its sae the Kohlapore conspira- tors ig parodied. ‘The writer represents the 
European officials as being seized with a-great 

panic and sending their families to Hngland. 
&. The Bhdrat Bandhu, of the 21st March, speaks of the vote 


passed by the House of Lords against 
pyord Lytton and the Candahar the policy of Government in reference to 
Candahar, as of no consequence whatever. 
It is the verdict of the House of Commons that will influence the Ministry. 
The Editor takes the occasion to characterize Lord Lytton’s statement that 
‘all sections of native opinion were opposed to the abandonment of 
Candahar ” as one which is opposed to fact. All sections of the people have 
condemned the proposal to annex Candahar. An unpopular Governor, whose 
administration was marked by an utter disregard of native opinion, by the 
passing of repressive laws, and the introduction of harassing taxes, is not 
qualified to speak of native opinion, so that the reference made to it in 
the course of Lord Lytton’s speech could only be due to impertinence on his 
part 
4. The Som Prakash, of the 28th March, is really gratified at finding 


Pa ie that Candahar will be evacuated after all. 


Any other course would have destroyed the 


confidence of the people of India in the sincerity of the British Govern- 
ment. 


Pusuic ADMINISTRATION. 


dD. We extract the following observations from an editorial paragraph 


ey | in the Paridarshak of the 20th March :— 
India is becoming poorer day by day. The 

country where a century ago famine was unknown is now visited by one 
almost every year. It isnot that there has not been an increase of wealth 
in it. Who would deny that commerce has expanded a hundredfold 


during the last hundred years ? Now, if the country has grown wealthier, 
why it that we have not? A little reflection will show that the 
reason Of this is to be found in the present system of administration. 
There will be no improvement in the condition of the people until the 
practice of appointing Viceroys and Lieutenant-Governors for only five 
years is abolished, and the local authorities are brought under the more 
direct control of the British Parliament and the British Ministry. 
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6. The following observations are extracted from an article in 
the Navavibhdkar of the 21st March :—The 
Appointment of natives to high ofl: British rule which has now lasted for a 
pclae delim century and a quarter in this country, did not 
cost much blood and treasure to establish it. It is to be regretted, however, 
that, during this long period, the people of India have been in a manner kept 
out from all high offices in the public service, and constantly exposed to the 
insults and sneers of low-minded Europeans. The authorities are not unoften 
found to make an invidious distinction in favour of Europeans in the distri- 
bution of public patronage. This state of things has continued for a long 
time past, without, however, causing any direct disadvantage to Govern- 
ment; but the time has come when it could not be tolerated without 
proving greatly detrimental to the interests of both Government and the 
people. India has now become extremely impoverished. She is now a mere 


skeleton without flesh and blood. She has been drained of her resources 


ever since she came in contact with the British nation. Her wealth now 
flows into England, and the English people enjoy the benefit thereof. The 
sight of the railways is always gratifying to us, but the profits are earned 
by England, which has invested the necessary capital. It is Englishmen 
who are given all the superior posts in the Railway Department. The 
railway stores are all brought from England. The money that finds its way 
into that country from India does not return to it; and the high salaries drawn 
by European officials, the savings of British merchants, and the interests 
allowed to the holders of Government paper and stock, are all laid by and 
expended in England. Besides this, the rulers expend there enormous 
sums under the plea of Indian administration. No less than 55 lakhs of 
rupees of hard-wrung Indian revenue was expended in the construction of 
the India House. About sixteen crores go to pay the salaries and pensions 
of the India House officials and others. The greater portion of the Eng- 
lish army is trained with money paid by the Indian Exchequer. By 
this ceaseless draining of her resources India has been at once impoverished. 


- Our old men are often heard to complain that though the country 


is all glitter on the outside, it has no substance within. The poverty of 
India has been brought forcibly home to Mr. Caird and certain other 
reflecting men like him; and, excepting a few self-seeking Englishmen, their 
views on this subject have commanded the respect of all men. It is really 
gratifying to find that the attention of the rulers also has been directed to the 
gravity of the situation, and they are making great efforts to ameliorate the 
condition of the people. Witness among other things the recent despatch 
of the Secretary of State to the Government of India on the appointment 
of natives to the public service on a more extensive scale than has been the 
case hitherto. But the question which arises in this connection is—who will 
carry out the orders of the Secretary of State? The British Government has 
all along admitted the necessity of making such appointments, and has also 
occasionally issued orders in conformity with this view. But have they ever 
been acted upon P The disregard of these orders has not only had the effect 
of injuring the public interests, but also of destroying the confidence which 
the people formerly reposed in Government. The remark is commonly 
and not unjustly made that in this matter of appointment to the public 


_ Service Government only humours the people witli false promises, and does 


not really mean what it says. The Kditor then proceeds to remark that 


the Secretary of State is wrong in thinking that natives are not as competent 


as Furopeans to discharge the duties of an office for which the latter may 
become candidates. The impression is extremely erroneous, and was pro- 


bably caused by the misrepresentations of interested persons. The fact is 


natives have evinced considerakle ability in doing all work which they have 
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been as yet required to do. Most European officials are irained } 
them ; and yet, although both on grounds of ability and their natural right 
to have a share in the administration of their own country they are entitle 
to superior posts in the public service, not only are they not given guoh 
posts, but are besides saddled with increasing taxation in order that Govern. 
ment may beable to pay the high salaries of its imcompetent Europeay 
servants. In conclusion, the Editor asks Lord Ripon to see that the 
orders of the Secretary of State are carried out, and that Governors like 
Sir Ashley Eden, who, however greatly for the sake of popularity they may 
confer a few good appointments on educated natives, do not nevertheleg 
appear favourably disposed towards them, are impressed with the importance 
of the subject. 

7. Adverting to the passing into law of the Indian Factories Bill, the 
same paper makes the following observa. 
tions:—When about ayear ago Mr. Colvin 
prepared a draft of this Bill, we wrote that “the British merchants were 
working from two different directions with a view to destroy the in. 
dustries of this country, particularly its cloth industry. They are, on the 
one hand, seeking to make British piece-goods cheaper than the products of 
the Indian mills by getting the cotton duties abolished, and, on the other, to 
make the goods manufactured here dearer than those imported from England, 
by having a law passed for the regulation of labour in Indian factories. 
‘hese men are well aware that, in order to compete successfully with the 
Indian mills, it is necessary to cheapen British piece-goods. Lord Lytton 
has accordingly, at the instance of his superiors, set the machinery of law 
in motion. Mr. Colvin’s Factory Bill is the outcome of this.” We still say, 
what we said fifteen months ago, and repeat that the Factories Act owes its 
existence to the influence and exertions of Manchester. Lord Ripon is not 
probably aware of this influence, or it may be that the Secretary of State 
has not thought it either proper or necessary to let him know anything 
about it. From what fell from the Viceroy in the Council Chamber, it 1s 
clear His Excellency was not influenced in this matter by either Manchester 
or the Secretary of State. The Bill having been for a long time, previous 
to His Exceilency’s arrival in this country, in the hands:of the memben 
of the Legislative Council, it strikes us that the true reason‘of the measure 
was not revealed to him. That the factory legislation was really the out- 
come of a desire to c nciliate Manchester clearly appeared from the speeches 
of Lord Shaftesbury, Mr. Kennedy and Maharajah Jatindra Mohan 
Tagore. In short, with the exception of Lord Ripon and the mover of 
the Bill, everybody was aware that the measure contained in every part ol 
it evidence of the selfishness of the British merchants. Both Tories and 
Liberals, it appears, are equally anxious to humour them. It is greatly 
to be regretted that, acting under an erroneous impression, Lord Ripon has 
given his assent to the Factories Bill. Had he been aware of the ™ 
jurious consequences which would follow from the passing of that measure 
into law, of the end of all good-will between capitalists and laborers, of 
the ruin of the Indian cloth industry, and of the utter destitution which 
would come upon thousands, he would never have acted thus. 

8. The same paper points out in the course of a long article that 

The British army. The short service the short service system which obtains in the 
vee. | Indian Army is extremely injurious to the | 
interesis of this country. Under this system the Indian Exchequer h® 
1o pay the co-t of the military training of young recruits, whilst the 
Government cannot avail of their services when they have become g 
soldiers, for by that time they return to England and there become members 
of the English reserve force. Thus England obiains the benefit of thel! 


The Indian Factories Bill. 
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experienced services, while India pays for their military training ; and further, 
Jabours under the disadvantage of always havipg its army composed of raw 
recruits. The system of short service should be discontinued, and it should 
be ruled that a Kuropean soldier must serve at least from 17 to 18 years in 
India. This would enhance the efficiency of the army, and enable Govern- 
ment to reduce the army expenditure. In this connection the Editor would 
impress upon the authorities the necessity of increasing the number of 
native soldiers, and making a proportionate reduction in that of Buropean 
recruits. The remarks recently made by General Roberts as to the courage 
and perseverance of native troops when engaged in war are quoted with 
approbation. ; | 
9. In a letter to the same paper purporting to have been written 
The Khas Mehals in the Midnapore by Govind Prasad Nanda, Digambar Gir, and 
district. the other tenants of khas mehal Shuadighi 
in pergunnah Naruamutha of the Midnapore district, the writers make 
the following statements :-— | 
“(1.) We have regularly for years past paid the road cess, but our 
principal road has never undergone any repairs; for this reason we have 
to pass the rainy season in almost a moribund condition. The roads are 
then completely under water, and those that constantly use them fall 
sick. Nota few die, while the survivors linger on with difficulty. We 
therefore pray that our generous Government will direct that repairs of the 
rincipal road be made from the funds of the road cess. The Collector of 
Didaceeee is indifferent to this matter. Government, which is the proprietor 


- of the khas mehals, will, we trust, attend to the subject. 


“(2.) That a native doctor be appointed to the Shuadighi village. In 
the present season of small-pox and other epidemics, the inhabitants are 
not obtaining the benefit of any medical treatment, and the mortality is 
very great.” 

10. The Sahuchar, of the 2lst March, directs the attention of 

Government supervision of dispen- Sir Ashley Eden to the necessity of placing 


— saries. the dispensaries in the mofussil, and the com- 


pounders employed therein, under some sort of official supervision. The 
subject is of paramount importance, particularly to the people in the interior 
of the country, most of whom cannot read and write and are totally in 

the dark as to the properties of the medicines which they take when ill. 
11. The same paper is exceedingly gratified at finding that the pro- 
ec eedauinint posals recently made by Sir Ashley Eden for 
the regulation of the funds of native religious 


institutions have been rejected by Lord Ripon. Their adoption would 


have resulted in an increase of the powers of the executive officers of 
Government,—a result which is greatly to be deplored. Already these officers 
possess an enormous amount of irresponsible power. Sir Ashley had pro- 
posed to entrust the task of superintending religious institutions to the 


Collectors of districts, and laboured to convince Lord Ripon of the necessity _ 


of Government interference in this matter. The opinions of a few obse- 


| queous native associations were quoted in favour of the projected legislation, 


and the opportunity taken to cast discredit upon native newspapers. The 
country is to be congratulated on the fact that all his efforts have proved 
unavailing. Before undertaking any public measure, particularly one which 
might have any connection with the religious institutions of a people, it is 
always incumbent upon Government to consult their views and wishes. This 
is the more necessary, as the Government in the present case is one of 
foreigners, and the masses are steeped in ignorance. Interference is always 
liable to be misconstrued and to produce disconteut. In the present instance, 


however, it is doubtful whether Sir Ashley Eden was actuated by any good 
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motives. He would not be a benefactor of the country who should seek j, 
augment the powers of the executive. It is not all that have faith in the 
management of estates by the Court of Wards. ‘There are again, it is to }, 
remembered, Magistrates like Messrs. Mosley and Kirkwood. In they 
circumstances it is not wise to attempt social reforms by means of legislation 
The adoption of Sir Ashley Eden’s proposals would have, of course, prove 
quite innocuous had the work of administration been conducted by native, 
had there existed a powerful native opinion to act as a safeguard against the 
high-handedness of European officers, and had the people possessed eyey 
the shadow of representative Government. As itis, all such proposals should 
never be carried out. 

12. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 21st March, expresses jj; 

gratitude to Government for promoting Bah; 
a Brajendra Kumar Seal to the post of Distric, 
Judge of Bankoorah. The Babu fully deserves the honour. 

13. The Bhardt Bandhu, of the 22nd March, notices with regret that 
Lord Hipon has disregarded the prayer made 
by Indian journalists to continue the office of 
Press Commissioner, and has not even condescended to send a reply 
to the memorialists. The abolition of the office will, 1t is supposed, seriously 
interfere with the due distribution of official intelligence to Indian news. 

apers. 
- 14. The Burdwan Sanjicani, of the 22nd March, refers to the extra. 
vagant expenditure incurred by Government 
in its annual sojournings in the hills. It is 
noteworthy that, while Government is so anxious to practise smal 
economies by reducing the number of clerks and ministerial officers, it is 
never found willing to discontinue the practice of going to the hills. Consi- 
dering that large numbers of European officers do their work in the plains 
in the hot season, one cannot really understand why a visit to the hills 
should be thought necessary in the case of superior officials. Even if the 
benefit were extended to Viceroys who arrive fresh from England, and 
whose constitution cannot bear the heat of Indian plains, there is no 
reason why the Lieutenant-Governors, who have risen to their present posts 


after long service in tle country, should be allowed to indulge in the luxury 
at the public cost. 


| 15. The remarks made by the same paper 

7 ee ae on the Factories Act are similar to those 
noticed in paragraph 7. , 

16. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 22nd March, expresses regret at finding 

faite iia that the Government of India has rejected 


the proposal made by Sir Ashley Eden for the 
better control of the funds belonging to native religious institutions. The 


considerations which deterred Lord Ripon from giving his consent to the 
measures suggested by the Lieutenant-Governor do not appear to be very 
sound. That the funds of native religious institutions are at present wasted 
and misappropriated does not admit of any doubt, and what Sir Ashley 
had proposed was the necessity of adopting means for the prevention of this 
waste and spoliation. ‘This was no proposal for interfering with the religious 
practices of the people; and Government would never have laid itself ope? 
to that charge if it had given effect to His Honor’s suggestions. 
17, The same paper, in commenting on the Criminal Procedure 
The Oriminal Procedare Code Bill. Code Bill, remarks that already the Police and 


the Magistrates possess such extensive powers, 
and so often abuse them, that any addition thereto as seems to be contem)- 


lated by Mr. Stokes will only have the effect of multiplying the instance 


The Press Commissionership. 
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of high-handedness on the part of the executive. Referring to the provision 
made in the Bill for empowering the police under certain circumstances to 
keep an accused person in their custody even for fifteen days, the Editor 
observes that this will prove a new instrument of oppression in the hands of 
police officers who are notoriously given to concocting evidence and tortur- 
ing those committed to their custody. Objection is taken to sections 427 

and 439 of the Bill, and of the new provisions inserted therein, regarding the 
- eross-examination of the witnesses for the prosecution. 

18. The same paper again urges on Government the necessity of con- main am 
structing a railway in East Bengal connecting ““ 
Dacca and Mymensing. The dredging of the 

channel of the Brahmaputra, though it has cost a large sum, has 

not brought much advantage to the inhabitants. The channel has gained 

a little in depth, but lost in width, thus greatly retarding navigation. 

Now that a railway to Jessore is about to be constructed, the people 

of Mymensing have a right to expect that they will not be left without this 

dvantage. | 

: 19. The Medini, of the 26th March, remarks in reference to the Par gpornegy em 
| mye khas mehals inthe Midnapore article which appeared a few weeks ago in the — 
| district and the Sddhdrant. Sddhdrant on the condition of the khas melials 

in the Midnapore district and the contradiction of the statements contained 
| therein by the Collector of the district, that it has been informed by many 

persons that the condition of the roads and embankments in Contai and its 

neighbourhood is really bad, and that taese works have been neglected 

since they came under direct Government management. The Editor also 

states that it was only a few days ago that about 5,000 tenants of these 

estates were about to petition Government on their grievances in this con- 

nection. 

20. The Sddhdrant, of the 27th March, remarks that the passing — S4>msnam, 
of the Factories Act is wholly due to the persis- “77 >°*" 
tent efforts of Manchester to ruin the rising 

cloth industry of India. There was not the slightest necessity for the 
| fm measure. The few mills in the Bombay Presidency established by native 
} capitalists do not turn out work which can really compete with British piece- 

! goods; nor are the operatives in the Indian mills subjected to any cruel 

treatment at the hands of their employers. The new law will have the 
1 effect of bringing poverty upon many who have hitherto found employment 
. in the mulls. | 

21. The same paper contains an article on a recent despatch of the- — savmazax. 
Employment of natives in high ofices Secretary of State urging on Government the 
nae ernenanens. necessity of more largely employing natives in 
the public service in India. The observations made by the Editor are similar 
to those noticed in paragraph 6. 
22. The Purve P. ratidhwani, of the 27th March, points out that Govern- PurvaPeatipawant 
eee ment cannot justly levy tolls on boats plying March 27th, 1881. 
: | in rivers and canals at the same time that it 
levies the road cess. It is a tax levied twice over for the enjoyment of the 
same benefit. Rivers and canals serve the same purpose as roads, which are 
8 but communications by land. | 
1 “3. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 27th March, containsalong articleon Dacca Peaxaen, 
“io tne the constant amendments of the laws made ™#rch 27th, 1681. 
| by the Legislature at the present time, and the 
d different interpretations put on the same provision of the law by different 
8, judges. The evils that result from this state of things are too patent to 


need enumeration. ‘The fact is jurists of Lord Macaulay’s stamp do not 
- now come out to India. 
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94 The Som Prakdsh, of the 28th March, does not believe that in 
| passing the Factories Act, Government wa 
actuated by any desire to conciliate Map. 
chester, or that the measure will have the effect of securing any advantage, 
to the British merchant at the expense of the Indian mill-owners. In thi, 
matter Government has but acted with its usual generosity towards over. 
worked laborers in the Indian mills. Lord Ripon has assured the public 
that he was not influenced by Manchester. Now that the measure hag 
become law, Indian mill-owners will have to appoint different sets of mep 
each set only working for the prescribed number of hours. This wil] not 
involve much additional outlay. There is, however, one point on which the 
Legislature has laid itself’ open to the charge of partiality. The term 
“factory” ought to have included all factories and places of work. The 
indigo and tea factories, for instance, ought to have been brought unde 
the meaning of the term. 

25. The same paper learns with exceeding gratification that Govern. 


ment will shortly appoint a native as a Dis. 
trict Magistrate. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, ma. & Bu, 
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